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Curſory Remarks, &C. 
| In a LETTER to 
NATHANIEL BARRY, M D. 


: Dear Sir, 
* ROM the pure Friendibip with which 
F. 


you have honored me, and the moſt 
generous and humane attention you 
have ever payed to my health and 
intereſts, you will long for ſome account 
of me. 

Though I have not yet been long enough 
here, to be able to give you any account of 
the Effects of the Waters upon myſelf or 
any other of your patients, I fit down to 
fulfil one of my promiſes, which was to inform 
you of every thing curious or new, in the 
phyſical world, that ſhould -fall under my 
obſervation during my ſojourning in England. 

Bath and it's Waters remane in the ſame 
tuation, I have repreſented them to you 
B f before: 
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before : but the Buildings of the town are 
greatly increaſed in number and elegance, 
and we have a proſpect of having the Baths 
put upon a more rational footing than ever; 
as the Duke of Kingſton is erecting Baths, 
Sudatories, &c. upon the Plan propoſed 


by me. 


The State af  Phyſic, in 11 it's branches. 
as ſet forth in mine Eſſay, and as we have 


found it fince, is much the ſame. The 


Death of Doctor Oliver is a public loſs, and 
as ſuch juſtly lamented. He was undoubt- 
edly an accompliſhed gentleman, and a ju- 


dicious practicioner. You will allow my teſ- 
timony of ſome weight; as I knew the man, 


and an unfortunate miſunderſtanding with 
me, pretty well known,“ removes all ſuſ- 


picion of partiality. But, I need not tell you 
my Sentiments of him now he is dead; ſince 


you have heared me expreſs them, while he 
was living. 

This loſs, however, I hope will be repared 
to the*public in general, to us who practice ay 
a diſtance from this, in particular, by ſome _ 
learned and ingenious gentlemen of the 
faculty ſtill remaning, as well as by 
others —— have — come to this town. 

I have 
+ Part III. $ 54 to 60, 65, 66, to 75, &c: 
Letters of Dr, Lucas and Dr, Oliver. 
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1 have already learned the Characters of ſome 
kere, both in Phyſic and Chirurgery, who 


are Ornaments to their reſpective Profeſſions, 
by Erudition andJudgement, and to Mankind, 


by exemplary Honor and Probity. I ſhould, 


with you, enjoy unſpeakable pleaſure 1n na- 
ming theſe excellent men ; but, for fear of 
offending ever-modeſt Worth, I muſt poſt- 


pone this ſatisfaction *till our next meeting. 
From ſuch as theſe, you can never dread | 


what has generally attended the ſending Pa- 
tients, though by the moſt eminent Practi- 
cioners, to uſe the ſoveregne Remedies, pre- 
pared by the inimitable Chemiſtry of Na- 
ture, in theſe famous, though *till lately, un- 
known and abuſed Baths. Such men -can 
never think of founding their fame upon 
the backbiting and vilifying the preceding 
Practicioner. Such men will not arrogate to 
themſelves a Superiority to any other Phy- 
ſician, nor look upon a Patient ſent by 
diſtant Phyſicians to the Bath, as an Appele 
from an inferior to a ſuperior Tribunal. Such 


men can never form monopoliſing Aﬀocia- 


tions in the, Profeſſion, to the Excluſion of 
other Practicioners, to the prejudice of the 


Patients, and the Difhonour of the Sacred 


Art. Such men vill not detain patients, 
who come properly prepared for a Courſe 
„ 0 
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of theſe Waters, ſeyeral months, or even 
weeks, at Bath, upon a tedious, nauſeous, 
and expenſive courſe of Shop Medicines, 
fruitleſsly tried before in other forms, giv- 
ing them no more of the Waters than is 
barely enough to make the patients believe 
their Stay at Bath neceſſary; nor will they 
render a Courſe of the Waters ineffectual, 
by the admixture of incongruous and un- 


ſeaſonable medicines. Such men can never 


employ Riders, as the Traders in this king- 
dom do, to puff off and put off their Wares ; 
nor. bribe any prating goſſips to ſound their 
praiſes, or obtrude them upon patients, to 
whom they were never intended to be called. 
Such men will have none occaſion to pub- 
liſh or hand about Quack-Billo, under the 
gilded titule of Phyſical Tracts upon the 
waters; extolling the Cazholicon beyond all 
things on Earth, except the Author; who 
muſt ſurely be a great man, when he has 
diſcovered Impregnations which no man elſe 
ever did or ever can find, and made out 
qualities and properties which the Author 

of Nature never gave. | 
As ſuch ſcandalous practices, as theſe good 
men could never ftoop to, have been with 
unqueſtionable grounds, formerly, charged 
upon too many of the Practicioners at 
Bath, 
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Bath, Briſtol, and other water - drinking 
places, in this, as well as other Countries, 
I am ſure you muſt be impatient to know 
the names of the few, who thus ſoar above 
the grovelling Herd; diſdaining every kind 
of ſordid craft and mercenary trade, that 
can diſgrace or diſguiſe the Healing Art. 
I am forry I cannot publicly and ſpeedily 
ſatisfy the generous ſolicitude, which an 
heart of ſuch boundleſs benevolence as yours 
muſt feel, to get acquainted with "— 
ſouls. 
I am ſorry to tell you, that I can not at 
preſent gratify you or myſelf, in this re- 
ſpect; and I am the more concerned, be- 
cauſe I find myſelf under the' diſagreeable 
neceſſity of taking up the other ſide of 
the queſtion. I was in hopes I had done 
with further writing on the ſubje& of Bath 
Waters; but, I believe, when you hear what 
I have to fay, you will judge that a juſt 
regard to Truth, and Self-Juſtification, re- 
- quires my taking up the pen again. 
Before Simony was deemed no more than 
a Venial Sin, by the Reverend and Holy 
Fathers of the Church, a little parſon in 
Ireland publiſhed a book on that then 
hateful Sin, humorouſly dividing it into dif- 
rent kinds and claſſes, of which Smock- 
Simony 
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Simony made one. With this and other 


ſpecies of this Crime, he was hardy enough 
to charge his Archbiſhop, who took no 
further notice of it, than to ſay, Hang 


the ſilly Puppy! I ſhould have thought 


nothing of it, if he had put the charge 
againſt me a few pages back, for then it 
might never be read. But ſetting it down 
in the firſt pages is actually unpardonable, 
as ſomebody may have curioſity enough, 


on ſeeing my name, to read it.” 


I am, you will ſay, neither an Arch- 
biſhop, nor an Archiater; nor my Antago- 
niſt of the number of the Medici Minores; 
he is. a gentleman of the firſt rank and 


fame here. A man of parts and letters, 


who has written a larger volume than any 
of his Contemporaries, which at Bath 1s the 


fure teſt of his being the greateſt man. 


Does not my candid Friend think me 
an hardy fellow to take up the Gauntlet 
thrown by ſo potent a Champion ? Of this 


vou will be further convinced, when you 


find the learned. gentleman, from pure 
patriot principles, contends for Sulphur in 
Bath Waters; well knowing, that ſince 
Solomon the ſon of David ſat upon the 
throne of Britain, there never was a time, 
in which there was ſo great a neceſlity of 

| having 
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having England plentifully ſtored with Brim- 
ſtone, as thoſe happy days, in which our 
Author floriſhes. 5 

You ſee then, mine Undertaking is in 
every ſenſe perilous, as well as hardy. So 
that J muſt confeſs, between you and me, 
that had the Controverſy againſt me been 
brought into the laſt pages of the maſſive 
work, I might have waved my ſolicitude 
for truth a while, in expectation that the 
works of my learned Antagoniſt might 
haye the. fate of the labors of other great 
men, in having the laſt ſheets ſeldom ſul- 
lied or even opened. | 
It is with no ſmall pleaſure I reflec, that 
you, with all the other learned and worthy 
gentlemen of the profeſſion, ro whom I had 
the honor of being known, in Dublin, as 
well as in London, judged that by mine 
Ess Av on Waters, I had obviated all Cavils, 
but what might ariſe upon proving mine 
Experiments falſe or erroneous. 

You have done me the Juſtice to ob 
ſerve, that I aſcertained the Definitions of 
all the ſubjects I treat, and that I layed 
down the Principles of bodies, preparatory 
to the work, and fo deduced the ſubjects to 
be examined. from their firſt principles or 


original, — elementary particules. 
And 
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And you know that I have premiſed a ge- 
neral Idea of Salts, exemplifying their Ori- 
gines, Affinities, Attractions, Natures and 
Properties, in order to demonſtrate how they 
became the Inſtruments of Nature and Art 
in the compounding of Waters, and the 
chief means of Art in exploring ſuch com- 

ſitions. 

Thus have I endeavoured to follow tis 
advice of the great VERVULAM in my re- 
ſearches, proceding a notis ad ignota, by 
which means alone we can hope to find a 
clue to the labyrinths of Nature. | 

How unavailing this method has proved 
to prevent the cavilling of captious men, you 
have already ſeen in Dublin, where a man 
utterly ignorant of the rules of Chemiſtry, 
incapable of conceiving a notion of the prin- 
ciples or primary particules of bodies, miſ- 
conceives, miſconſtrues, miſrepreſents, and 
often perverts every ſentence he quarrels 
with in my book. 

J retain, however, ſo good an opinion of 
this opponent, that had he attended the 
courſes of Experiments which J publicly re- 
petedly made at Bath, inviting all the gen- 
tlemen of the faculty, in hopes of being 
able to correct received and eſtabliſhed er- 
rors, or to receive e of ſuch mif- 
takes 
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takes as I might myſelf have committed, 1 
dare ſay he and J ſhould not have differed at 
this day. 

The returns I met Hom ſuch a candid com- 
munication, at Aix, Spa, and Bath, you ſee 
in the Eſſay on Waters, Part III. § 146, &c. 

But, you may recollect, that when I ſet 
forth the general difference of ſentiments of 
Writers and Practicioners of theſe Waters, 
$ 279, I mentioned with ſome exultation the 
great men, who were avowedly agreed with 
me in their judgement of theſe Waters. 

Among theſe, you will find, Doctor Sor RRR 
LAND not the laſt. This gentleman, indeed, 
had more juſt cauſe to be of my opinion, 
than moſt of the others; for, he was one 
of the few phyſicians among the then num- 
ber at Bath, who attended me cloſely through 
ſeveral repeted courſes of Experiments, each 
of which obtained the Doctor's approbation, 
in the elegant terms peculiar to that polite 
gentleman. 

Before my firſt arrival at Bath, Doctor 
SUTHERLAND honored the reſt of the gentle- 
men of the faculty, then reſident in this city, 
with being of their opinion. As this learned 
gentleman is too much a philoſopher, to pin 
his faith upon any man's ſleeve, even at 
Bath, where the Faculty arrogate to them- 
ſelves. 
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felves more infallibility than the gentlemen 
of the profeſſion do any where elſe, his con- 
viction then, muſt have ariſen from his own 
judgement. This gentleman, ſo remarkable 
for his extenſive and accurate judgement in 
the chemic art, muſt have made all the pro- 
per and neceſſary experiments, for his own 
information, before I had the honor of his 
acquaintance. And ,it muſt have been from 
ſuch experiments onely, that the indepen- 
dent, philoſophic mind of Doctor SuTazr- 
LAND Could draw the conviction, which in- 
duced him to join with his learned brethren, 
What fuel muſt the Converſion of fo great 


a man add to the flame of my Vanity ! The 


learned gentleman's giving up his opinion 
for mine, was a matter of juſt exultation; 
but the giving up his favorite Brimſtone, was 
more than I had a right to expect, and, it 
now ſeems, more than ' he could afford to- 
part with: It is his Catholicon; that, on which 
he founds his Practiee; and without which, he 
in effect confeſſes, he can not practice, at Bath. 
The great mind is always the moſt open to 
information and to conviction. Doctor SuTy= 
ERLAND, for many years, generouſly acknow- 
ledged the conviction he received from mine 
Experiments, proving BathWaters, happily for 
the — at leaſt for the people of England 

and 
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and Ireland, intirely void of Brimſtone. The 
learned Doctor has again changed his ſenti- 
ments; from what information I cannot ſay : 
I ſuppoſe from ſome interior, intuitive evi- 
dence ; not from the confutation of any one 
principle I layed down, or of any experiment 
I made: theſe, with every intelligent reader, 
ſtill ſtand in all the force and weight the Doc- 
tor was ever pleaſed to allow them. In words, 
indeed, but in words alone he attempts a 
confutation ; and declaring a new conviction, 
has again returned to the Deity of the 
Craft Wr, the Diana of the Epheſians, his for- 
mer favorite, Brimſtone, and now his Opobal- 
ſamum; ATTEMPTS, p. 210; to which he is 
Pleaſed to add Borax and Arſenic, and as you 
will find, with equal force of truth and reaſon. 
I ſuppoſe, my good Friend will hardly judge 
a work of this kind worthy of ſerious ani- 
 madverſion : It will not admit of, nor indeed 
does it deſerve it. To minds like yours, I need 
but ſer down the groundleſs cavillings of this 
- writer, to expoſe them ſufficiently: but we muſt 
ay ſome deference to the great Vulgar; ſome 
of theſe are poſſeſſed of this maſſive volume, 
however they came by it; with them, words, 
the laſt words eſpecially, carry conviction, 
and it is fit to undeceive them. 
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But TIE” is one circumſtance, in which, 1 
am at a loſs to know how to treat this learned 
Author. What is to be ſayed to a man, who, 
without any foundation, preſumes to point 
out deſigns in the Author he oppoſes, foregne 
to the heart of that Author, or of any honeſt 
man? and makes him ſpeak falſehood and non- 
ſenſe, ſuch as could never enter the head of 
any man, a degree removed from a Knave or 
an Ideot? How is a writer to be treated, 
who takes and carps at inconnected fragments 


of paragraphs and ſentences? or who partially 


or falſely repreſents all that he pretends to 
quote as the complete words of the Author? 
Your humane heart will be at a loſs to ſuggeſt 
the fit treatment for ſuch conduct: I ſhall 
therefore onely expoſe it, and let it move no 
paſſion, but contempt. 

My honored Friend may nes ber, that 
in a converſation with you, ſome time in the 
laſt winter, I mentioned having received a vo- 
lume of a Bath Phyſician, which I had then 
time onely to dip into, but meeting with no- 


thing new, or worth attention, threw it by, 


not finding it raiſed your Curioſity to ſee jr, 
or mine to take it up again. 

Here, the weighty work might have reſted 
in peace, for me, had not you, and my friends 
of the faculty, Judged a courſe of the Waters 

of 


— IAC — W — —— .. RP OT En TIES 
« 4 — 1* » - * þv 


(15) : 
of Bath neceſſary for me. Soon after my ar- 
rival here, I found the elaborate Treatiſe in 
many hands, and was told by ſome ingenious 
gentlemen of the Profeſſion, that the Author 
had made a little more free with me and mine 
Essay on Waters, than was quite juſt or decent. 

Upon ſeeing the paſſages relating to me, 
I borrowed the book ; and having read them 
coolly, found the gentleman had treated me 
in a very extraordinary manner, and mine Eſ- 
lay ſomewhat worſe, if poſſible. Time onely 
can ſhew, whether this was through Ignorance 
or deſign. . 

Some things ſtruck me ſo palpably errone- 
ous, that I looked among the Errata for Cor- 
rections. To my ſurpriſe, I found them not 
there. But, before I could ſuſpe& any man of 
Letters capable of ſuch abuſe and perverſion 
of words and ſenſe, I got a ſmaller volume, 
publiſhed, as I was told, to correct the larger, 
under the titule of a Second Edition. But 
there I found myſelf no leſs diſappointed ; 

for this proved but little more than a literal 
| tranſcript of the other, with ſome inconſider- 
able Defalcations, and in a much imaller type 
and volume. 
The Titule of the firſt book runs thus; 
* ATTEMPTS to revive Antient Medical Docs 
trines. i. Of Waters in general: ii. Of Bath 
| N . WY 
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and Briſtol Waters in particular, iii. of Sea- 
Voyages. iv. of Local Remedies. v. of the 
Non-Naturals. With an Appendix. vi. of 
Plaiſtering in the Small Pox. The whole 
confirmed by Hiſtories or Facts. By AL Ex. 
SUTHERLAND, M. D. of Bath and Briſtol Hot- 
Wells. London, printed for A. Millar, 1763. 
With a very curious Dedication to a very Great 
man, ſetting forth Imperial or Royal Saints, 
dead and living, glorious Miniſters; na- 
tional Oeconomy, and ſome other curious 
particulars. | 5 

The Titule of the ſmaller volume made me 
believe it at firſt a ſecond edition of a quite 
new and different work, as the titules of both 
had hardly any thing in common, but the 
name of the Author. This book has for it's 
Titule, An ATTEMPT to aſcertain and ex- 
tend the Virtues of Bath and Briftol Waters, 
by Experiments and Caſes. By AL Ex. SuTH- 
ERLAND, M. D. of Bath and Briſtol Hot-wells. 
The Szconpd Epirtion, new modelled, im- 
proved, and corrected. London, printed for 
W. Frederick, and S. Leake, bookſellers i in 
Bath, &c. 1764. | 

The firſt is divided into volumes, parts and 
chapters; in the ſecond, the order and diviſion 
are changed, and parts and whole chapters omit. 
ted, particularly, the curious method of treating 
the Small-Pox, by Plaiſtering. __ Upon 


1 
Upon a curſory compariſon of theſe books, 
in volumes of ſuch different ſizes as octavo's 
and duodecimo's, and of titules ſo foregne to 
each other, I have diſcovered, as yet, no eſ- 
ſential variation, except thoſe omiſſions in the 
text, and conſider the latter as a ſmall pocket 
copy of the former, leaving out a very cu- 
rious part of the firſt book, the hiſtory, de- 
ſcription and directions relative to Bath, and 
the hiſtory of Mr. Nass. 

The firſt variation of note, that ſtrikes the 
eye, is this ;—inſtead of a remarkable dedica- 
tion, and a ſeparate introduction, prefixed to 
the firſt, the great book, in the ſecond, we 
have this dedication and introduction, which may 
alſo ſerve for a preface, haſhed up and con- 
folidated into one, and addreſſed to the ſame Pa- 
tron with the firſt. Happily, this is ſomewhat 
contracted: but, all that I can gather from 
it, new or different from the firſt, is that his 
Patron has an Exemplary Son ; a phraſe which 
1 hope the Doctor will explane in his next edi- 
tion, and at the ſame time authenticate the 
Munificence, Faith Inviolate, and Gentle Rule, 
of former Iriſh Viceroys, as he may the Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, Humanity and Aﬀability of 
the preſent. And when the Author reconſi- 
ders this part of his ſubject, I hope he will 
let us know what and whom he means in an 
adjoin- 
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| adjoining phraſe ; adding to the Emoluments of 

Office, princely Revenues, and reſlecting honor upon 
the Prince they ſo worthily repreſented." I hope 
our Author does not mean to inſinuate that 
any Lord Lieutenant of happy Ireland, has 
ever known any emoluments of Office, but the 
Sallary. This, indeed, has been lately made 
a princely Revenue. 

I mean not to ſit down to confute all the er- 
rors of this learned Author ; that would re- 
quire a volume or two as large as his. It is 
happily unneceſſary. I ſhall onely remark in 
general, that there is not a ſingle rational or 
well-ſtated experiment, Fact, or Obſervation, 
| layed down, that can be truly called his: the 
maſſive book is made up of motley quota- 
tions of whole pages, for no better purpoſe 
than to ſwell the volume. Sometimes he is 
ſo kind as to tranſlate, to prove his under- 
ſtanding the Quotations; of which I ſhall give 
one ſpecimen for all. Book I. Ch. vii. poor 
old GALEN is hauled in to ſay, Omnis Terra 
vim poſſidet deficcandi : of this our Author gives 
a tranſlation, which muſt be confeſſed his 
own, to wit, Every Bath has a drying quality. 

You will find, Sir, that this great Author 
ſerves all my Ess A as he has done my De- 
ſeription and Pian of the antient Roman Baths 
diſcovered here. He takes both for his foun- 
| dation, 
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dation, and makes ſuch additional ſuperſtruc- 
tures, as his inventive imagination can ſug- 
geſt, without offering one ſingle proof or rea- 
fon. - And, although it be certain, that this 
gentleman has not one rational experiment or 
obſervation, with reſpe& to the Analyſis of 
Bath. and Briſtol Waters, that he has not 
manifeſtly purloined from me; yet does he 
moſt unaccountably maim and mangle them, 
to ſerve his own purpoſes, without being able, 
of himſelf, to account for a ſingle procels, 
experiment or obſervation, 

Notwithſtanding, he boldly promiſes, 
from Doctor Lucas's own Experiments, to 
prove, that Bath Waters are impregnated 
with Sulphur ; and in the concluſion, of his 
experiments, triumphs in ſaying, © From Docs 
tor Lucas's own Experiments, we have proven, 
that they were much better calculated to 
prove the Exiſtence of Sulphur, than the 
Non-exiſtence.” ATTEMPTS vol. i. part ii, 
p. 178, &c. 

Now, ſee how this learned and polite Au- 
thor's promiſe is verified ! You muſt greatly 
admire the Doctor's extenſive and well-choſen 
readings, when he tells you, ATTEMPTS vol. i. 
part ii. p. 143, and An ATTEMPT, p. 8, 9, 
that Naturaliſts in general maintain, that 
the Spirit of Waters conſiſts of Iron or Oker, 

D mizgutely 
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minutely ſubtiliſed, that is, as he afterwards 
explanes it, from ſome of his unnamed, proba- 
bly nameleſs, Authors, Iron, divided into 
minute particles, and fuſpended by the means 
of a certain Acid, the proper menſtruum of 
Metals.” To this opinion he forces Horr- 
MAN to ſubſcribe, though the words he Om 
bear no ſuch meaning. 

By what manner of ſpirit this gentleman i 1s 
actuated, I ſhall not attempt to explane. For 
the ſpirit of Mineral Waters, explaned in the 
Essa v, part i. $ 171, to 174, part ii.$ 29, 31 
to 33, 39 to 43, he is content to take very 
groſs and material ſubſtances, even a metal 
diſſolved in an acid, which has by ſome been 
fooliſhly called volatile Vitriol, a notion juſtly 
by me exploded in the Essay on Waters, p · ii. 
$ 10, and note, &c. | 

After this, our illuſtrious Author borrows 
and mangles ſome of my experiments and ob- 
ſervations on Bath and Briſtol Waters, inter- 
mingling, now and then, thoſe of others, p. 
149, 150, the better to color the plagiariſm. 

By thoſe, however, he is forced to confeſs 
the conſtituent parts of both Waters to be the 
ſame with what my experiments prove, all to 
the acquitting both of the imputation of be. 
ing ſulphureous ; as he well knows, theſe are 
unfit. times to leſſen the public ſtock of Brim- 
ſtone, real or imaginary, in England. In 
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In other places, p. 154, 155, he joins with 
other nameleſs authors, who, as he ſays, 
maintain that the ſpirit of Waters conſiſts 
of irony particles diſſolved without the inter- 
poſition of an acid.” He ſums up the whole 
with approving theſe incongruous and ridicu- 
lous notions, and expreſſes his opinion, * that 

Bath and Briſtol Waters contain a Spirit, that 
this ſpirit conſiſts of Iron, ſubtiliſed and ſuſ- 
pended by the means of an Acid, and this acid 
is none other than that Univerſal Vitrolico-Sul- 
_ phureons Principle, which pervades the bowels 
of the earth, and which conſtitutes the life, 
ſoul and ſpirit of medicated Waters.” Sure 
all this muſt be Irony, or Ironical ! However, 
upon looking a little further into this great 
Tract, you will find how this ſolid, ponderous, 

iron or irony Spirit or Soul is manifeſted in the 
Briſtol waters; a notion which he is forced to 
join with others in exploding, while he poſi- 
tively aſſerts theſe Waters to be ſulphureous or 
phlogiſtic. Reconcile theſe, if you can. 

A little further, p. 159, you will find our 
learned Doctor's maſſive, corporeal, ſolid Soul 
and Spirit of Waters, Iron or Oker, is found 
in a ſubſtantial form, depoſited upon the 
walls and conduits of the Baths, as he him- 
ſelf informs us, p. 160. You will, with me, 


| declare this idea of Spirit new and curious, and 
„ confeſs 
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eonfeſs it's Author, Doctor SUTHERLAND, of 
Bath and Briſtol Hot Wells. | \ 

After this, p. 160, 161, 162, he iy ſe- 
veral experiments from Doctor CHARLETON'S 
tracts and mine, and then draws this conclu- 
fion; From the corroborating proofs of both 
theſe Inquirers, we may reaſonably conelude, 
that Bath Water is impregnated with Tron,” 
that is, the ſubtiliſed irony particles. Thus 
have we ſeen the learned Author's Spirit of 
Mineral Waters happily, as clearly fixed into 
irony particules, or pure ſubſtantial Iron. O. 
wonderful Alchemiſt ! who art able to con- 
denſe, conſolidate, and fix the moft ſubtil and 
volatil Spirits, and even the volatil word, Irony, 
into ponderous and ſolid metal! 

This done, our Author procedes to recite 
more experiments of his Two Inquirers, with- 
out drawing a ſingle rational inference from 
any experiment recited ; p. 162, 163, 164, 
except ſome mention, which he often makes 
elſewhere, of an Alcaline Earth, an expreflion, 
which Doctors CHarLETON and SUTHERLAND, 
of all the madern Philoſophical Chemiſts, find 
it neceſſary to uſe and retain. 

He alternately cites two very oppoſite 
Writers, Doctors CHarLtEtTon and Lucas, tranſ- 
cribing whole pages, ſometimes from the one, 
ſametimes from the other, without any Com- 

ment, 
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ment, without any attempt to reconcile our 
diſcords, and without declaring to whoſe ſen- 
timents he ſubſcribes. And at length, p. 167, 


treats the world with his own ſentiments, in- 


lightened and improved by the curious and 
ingenious Chemiſt and Metallurgiſt, Doctor 
Linden. 

Our Author, in his Experiments, flatly 
contradicts me, and indeed every other writer 
on the ſubject: He poſitively. ſays, p. 168, 
that Bath Water in evaporation ſuffers no 
change of color; ſhews no pellicule on the 
ſurface; yields no earth or earthy parts per- 
ceptible to the naked eye; but that fair, clear 
Salts cryſtaliſe in the upper part and at the 
bottom of the retort” ; but ſalts indeed, that 
were like no Salts I ever ſaw, rather inſipid. 


Now, Sir, every author and every rational, 


attentive obſerver of Bath Waters, yea the 


very experiments and obſervations of others, 


which this ingenious gentleman has honored 
with adopting, all concur to ſhew the frailty 
of human nature, when ſo great a man as 
Doctor SUTHERLAND could fall into the moſt 
palpable, the moſt dangerous miſtakes: No wri- 


ter or ſenſible obſerver on this ſubject, can deny, 


what others as well as I have by many ſimple 
experiments proved, that Bath Water containg 
an Acid, wp means of which it is impregnated 


with 
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with an earth, ſoluble onely in Acids. Our 
Author himſelf has every where adopted this 
notion, even where he ingeniouſly ſays, the 
Irony Spirit of the Water is depoſited on the 
Walls, and in the Conduits, in form of Oker. 
Theſe then being allowed, it muſt neceſ- 
farily follow, that the changes which I aſſert, 
Essay on Bath Waters, $ 238, &c. muſt ap- 
pear ; the Water upon the diminution of the 
acid ſolvent, by Evaporation or being expoſed 
in open veſſels to the Air, muſt grow turbid, 
as we daily ſee it in the Baths; where, as our 
| Ingenious Author obſerves, they depofite their 
Trony Soul and Spirit; Pellicules of Selenite 
muſt be formed on the ſurface, and cryſtals of 
Selenite, the Doctor's inſipid Salt, mult adhere 
to the ſides of the veſſel. And from the im- 
pregnation the Doctor himſelf confeſſes, ſuch 
changes mult neceſſarily appear; for which I 
appele to you and every other proper judge. 
But this accurate Analyſer excedes his uſual 
Accuracy, when he comes to inform us, that 
from his proceſs of Deſtillation, or rather 
Evaporation, there were no earthy parts per- 
ceptible, except a few, yellow ſpecks. But theſe, 
though ſo like the ſubtil favorite he ſought, 
his Catbolic Brimſtone, he paſſed by, without 
further notice, to give us an account of the 
other products of his proceſs. 
| LY In 


( 


In this, indeed, his diſcoveries and obfer- 
vations are quite new and worthy their Author: 
He evaporated the Water in ſuch an extraordi- 
nary manner, that the condenſed Vapor, inſtead 
of reſembling pure deftilled Water, as every 
other writer as well as I, found it, being con- 
denſed and caught as it dropped from the beak of 
the retort, had the appearance of a bittern of common 


Salt, that is, a liquor you know, which remanes 
after the cryſtalliſation of all the ſea ſalt in ſea 


water or ſalt ſprings, and is of a thick olea- 
genous conſiſtency, and remarkably heavy. 
And what is ſtill more wonderful, this wonder- 
ful deſtilled liquor, in a Florence flaſh, . placed 
in ſand, ſuffers no change in tranſparency : And, 
though the liquor continued tranſparent, there pre- 
cipitated a calcarious earth, like Magneſia Alba. 
— Theſe are Phaenomena ſo ſingular, ſo new, 
ſo ſurpriſing, that I ſuppoſe neither you nor 
any of the College, no more than I, will at- 
tempt to give any folution of them. I own, they 
are beyond my conception. I ſhall therefore 
impatiently wait for the explanation, in another 
edition of the Doctor's two books. 
Well, our Author procedes happily, greatly 
ſingular, and in experiment iii. p. 169, exa- 
mines his curious in/ipid Salts, by the micro- 
ſcope, and tells the forms of the cryſtals he 
obſerved ; not without laying down an axiom, 
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different from all the writers that have gone 
before him, that on ibe aifferent forms into which 
Cryſtals, that is, I ſuppoſe, rhe Cryſtals of Salts, 
fhoot, little ſtreſs is to be laid. I dare ſay, you 
have generally thought otherwiſe, and ſo have 
1; as you ſee in my general idea of Salts 
where, I have ſhewn, that the Cryſtals of Salts 
preſerve their ſpecific forms after repeted ſo- 
lations ;. yea, are ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, by Cryſtallifation, in which 
each preſerves it's proper, diſtinguiſhing form. 
I fear, I ſhall tire you with recitals of the 
wonderful diſcoveries of our Author, all Phae- 
»omena ! But I muſt beg your patience a little 
longer. One diſcovery, I had overlooked in 
the preceding experiment; which is, the pur- 
ging quality of the Bath Waters, owing to their 
Alcaline Earth : For the explaning theſe un- 
known qualities, we are certainly indebted to 
the Doctor alone; as we are for the ſingular 
method of proving the calcarious earth-in the 
waters, to be none other than Barb-quarryStone, 
diſſolved by the vitriblic Acid. * 
This happy diſcovery the Doctor elucidates 
and proves by a moſt curious experiment. 
Let ſays the accurate Analyſer, ee this Bathj- 
quarry ſtone be diſſolved in Spirit of Vitriol, 


then mixed with water, and upon pouring off 


the water after ſettling, you have the calca- 
rious 
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rious Earth, But to make it appear the very 
quarry-ſtone, it muſt be precipitated with wa- 
ter diftilied from lime and ſoap lees, according to 
the 1 ingenious inventor. Xiſum teneatis Amici ! 
But to return to his third experiment. 
Here are more new diſcoveries! Moderate 
your ſurpriſe. Our Author here confidently 
aſſerts, take it in his own words: This 
we know, that no two ſalts of the ſame de- 
nomination will, upon trial, anſwer the ſame 
proofs in every reſpect.” —You and the col- 
lege will wonder at this poſition. But, ſuſ- 
pend your admiration, till you hear our Au- 
thor's proof of what you hardly believed be- 
fore. - Soon after this poſition, he gives you 
the proofs. In theſe, you will find the moſt 
extraordinary and happy diſcovery z to wit, 
that the Doctor's inſipid Salt of Bath Waters, 
and Berax, are the iwo ſalts of the ſame deno- 
mination, and yet that, they anſwer, upon trial, 
_ the ſame proofs, in ſome reſpects : For, he ob- 
ſerves, that this inſipid Salt, analogous. as it is 
to Borax, like this, cryſtalliſes in B. A. in 
eppeſetion to the common nature of fimple Salts. 
„Hence“ ſays he, © we infer, that out of 
Bath. water Salt, a perfect Borax may be ma- 
nufactured.“ Here, Sir, is a ſtrong, a brave, 
a bold inference, which muſt ſilence all gain- 
ſayers, if any there ſhould be. I am ſare, 1 
E ſhall 
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ſhall not be one. But as I am willing to give 
our new Borax Manufacturer, an ufeful hint, 
] beg leave to put him in mind, that the ſea. 
coaſt, or the ſalt Springs of Worceſterſhire, 
would be a better place than Bath for eſta- 
bliſhing his Borax Manufactory; for marine 
Salt or Sal Gem anſwer his correſponding proofs = 
better than his inſipid ſalts of Bath water, for 
thoſe, as well as theſe, cryſtalliſe, not onely 
in B. A. but on the naked fire. He concludes 
with obſerving, that the Lixivium, out of 
which he had extracted the ſalts, became of 
the very conſiſtence and taſte of brine, ſuch 
as the evaporated or deſtilled water was be- 
fore ſayed to yield. Reconcile theſe, if 
you can. | 
Now has our Author an happy method of 
extinguiſhing that red hot Vomp ſpirit of envy 
of ſuch ſhining and diſtinguiſhed characters as 
his, too prevalent among the faculty at Bath. 
There is no body more likely than he, to 
obtain a patent for the ſole making and v vend- 
ing of Sulphur and Borax, made of Britiſh ma- 
terials. He may fet up magnificent elabora- 
tories for both, at Bath, Briſtol, Droitwych, 
MW Nantwych, on the fea coaſts, &c. The con- 
3 fumption for both are fo conſiderable, that he 
muſt ſoon make a fortune, which will ſet him 


up an * of envy in an higher ſphere, at 
which 
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which his now'envious brethren would, no 
doubt, greatly rejoice. But to return. 

Having in the preceding experiments eſta- 
bliſhed his Mauufaclery of Borax, in the next, 
he comes to eſtabliſh that of the now moſt 
neceſſary commodity, Brim ſtone. | 

He ſets out, experiment it. p. 170, with a 
very curious axiom, © In waters, hot and cold, 
ſulphur ſeems to dwell, though it is often dif- 
ficult, ſometimes impoſſible, to exhibit it cor- 
poreally.“ Thus our Author admirably paves 
the way for embracing, if he does not al- 
ready hold, the nber of T ranſubſtantiation. 
He ſhews, he has a ſaving. TRI Crede quod 
habes, & babes. | 

In the following page, he ond with 
HorrmMan, who, he ſays, © ſeems to have 
been miſtaken, when he raſhly pronounces his 
opinion, that there are very few ſprings, which 
contain ſulphur in any ſhape.” _ Yet neither 
our Author, nor any of his predeceſſors, have 
yet been able to ſhew a water impregnated with 
ſulphur in the manner he or they imagine. 
And now he procedes to prove me, what raiſes 
my pride, in his judgement, with the Sen 
HorrMAx, miſtaken. | 

To ſhew this, he procedes, p. 172, fet- 
ting forth my coming 10 Bath; my being - diſ- 
pointed in certain leading experiments, which 
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through native modeſty, he declines reciting, 
but which, I beg leave to remind you of, in 
the Ess av on Bath Waters, F 118 to 133, and 

ſo on to 150, and then, § 188, 21, § 208, 33, 
$ 211, 213, 218, to 226; $241, 242, 252, 
253, to 257, incluſive. Now, our ingenious 
Author ſays, p. 178, that theſe my Experi- 
ments were better calculated to prove the Exiſtence, 
than the Non. eriſtente of Sulphur in Bath waters. 
I appele to you, and all the other competent 
judges, whether any thing was here omitted, 
to inveſtigate theſe important truths, or whe- 
ther, or not, our Author has any where leſ- 
ſened the credit of theſe experiments, or inva- 
Iidated any inference, deduction, or argument, 
from them drawn. 

However, without confuting or refuting one 
of theſe, our moſt ingenjous Author founds 
hopes of convincing the candid and impartial, 
that Bath waters are really and truly ſulpbureous. 

A country ſquire, once upon a time, 
chanced to meet OUR IMMORTAL SWIFT, in 
ſome of his peregrinations in this kingdom. 
1 ſuppoſe, ſays ſquire Clumſy, you are the fa- 
mous Swift, whoſe works I have read. You ſaon 
convince me, Jays the Dean, you red but the 
warlt. port ef my works, — You will readily 
conceive, had poor Clumſy red the beſt parts 
of the Dean's works, or the whole, effectu- 


ally, 
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ally, he muſt have been likely to have ac- 


quired ſome tincture on knowledge and ur- 
banity, 

Let me, my friend. put ſmall men for 2 
moment, in competition with the great. Let 
me, with great deference to the learned and 
polite Doctor SUTHERLAND, obſerve, that, 
had he properly red, and underſtood my Es- 


SAY on Waters, he muſt have picked up ſome 
little improvement from it, which would have 


prevented his taking up points for arguments, 
which I had before exploded. 


I have by various, repeted experiments, 


proved Bath waters impregnated with an Acid, 


which generally predominates, while the Wa- 


ters are in the natural ſtate; Essav, 5 179, to 


257. So far from denying or diſputing theſe, - 


the Doctor confirms, by adopting, them. 
If, then, our learned Doctor, with me, con- 
feſſes, that an acid impregnates, and predo- 
minates in, the water, if he acknowledges, 
what the apprentices of ſenſible apothecaries 
can inform him, that Brimſtone and acids can 
not ſubſiſt together, i in an aqueous ſolution; 
if he recolle&s that I have conceded to him, 
and the reſt of the dealers in Fire and Brim- 
ſtone at Bath, that the walls and pavements of 
the Baths, that the fand-like pytite at bot- 
tom, and the vegetable ſcum floting upon the 
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(32) 
ſurface, were actual ſulphur; his attempts to 
prove the mud, or the ſand of the Bath ſul- 
phureous, or actual Sulphur, can not anſwer 
his purpoſe, till he can prove, what no body 
elſe can, that ſulphur is ſoluble in a ſimple 
aqueous fluid, or which is {till farther from 
poſſibility, in water charged, as he confeſſes 
Bath water, with an Acid, and that of e 
Vitriolic kind. : 

Thus Grandef and nugatory. Spear our in- 
genious Author's ingenious ATTEMPTS to 
prove the mud and ſand of the Baths ſulphure- 
ous, p. 172, and again p. 176, 177, 178, Exper. 
2, 2, 3, & c. Since, if we ſuppoſe them, 
not onely ſulphureous, but actual ſulphur, 
they can anſwer none of his purpoſes, till he 
proves the reverſe of what he every where 
confeſſes, that the waters are alcaline, inſtead 
of acid; by which alone they can bpcome fit 
folvents for ſulphur. _ | 
But the learned Doctor W him with 
Hopes of proving by ſublimation, which he 
calls tbe ordeal trial of the waters, that Bath 


water changes it's color, and anſevers all the cha- 


ratteriftics of real Brimſtone, p p. 176. Here, 
you will ſay, there is no neceſſity of. erect- 
ing the Brimſtone Manufacture, fince this 
matchleſs chemiſt can demonſtrate, that tbe 
waters alone enfener all the charaferiſtics of real 

* 


3 


fulphur. But, this ſecret he chooſes to reſerve, 
I ſuppoſe, till the patent for the fole making 
and vending his manufactured brimſtone can 

be made out; for he does not ſay another word 
to the purpoſe. And only tells us, in his re- 
cited experiments, that the Mud and the Re- 
 fiduum after evaporation, of the waters, mixed 
_ with white arſenic and ſublimated, in Engliſh 
ſublimed, yielded orange-colored, reddiſh, or yel- 
low fubltmate, of the nature of Auripigmentum. 

The truth of theſe experiments, I do not 
call in queſtion. But I ſhall beg leave to ſhew, 
that they can anſwer none of the learned Au- 
thor's purpoſes, and leſt of all thoſe; for 
which, it ſeems, he has introduced them, 
the rendering the water fo/id, hard, friable, 
&c. &c. &c. that is, demonſtrating that it an- 
fevers all the charadteriſtics of real brimftone. 
As alſo, that his inferences and concluſions 
warit proof, remane gratis —_— if not Kin. | 
ceous and abſurd. 

Let it be confeſſed, with our Auth ur 
Arſenic will always attra#? Sulphur, be the 
quantity ever fo ſmall or entangled. Let it 
alſo, on the other hand, be confeſſed, that 
Arſenic renders almoſt all metals and metal- 
lics volatil and fugitive z whence the pains and 
care of metallurgiſts to free metallic ores 
from Arſenic, before they commit them to the 

ſmelt- 


434 


ſmelting furnace. Hence, when the filings or 
_ calx of moſt metals and metallics, are mixed 


with arſenic, and committed in fit veſſels to 
the fire, this mineral will raife with it, in the 
form of ſublimate or flowers, a conſiderable 


part of the body ſo mixed and ſublimed with 


it. Our Author's Bath-water mud, or rather 
praccipitate, as he calls it, and his reſiduum, 
contain more or leſs martial, or as our Au- 


thor chooſes to call it, irony earth, or oker, 


our Author's Life, ſoul, and ſpirit of the wa- 
ters 3 from which, with perhaps ſome phlo- 
giſtic matter in the mud, the ſublimed arſenic 
derives the color, which our Author aſcribes 
to brimſtone, and thence calls his ſablimate, a 
kind of Auripigmentum, without offer ing a fingle 
circumſtance of proof. | 
But here, our Author eſtabliſhed 3 
ingredient in the compoſition of Bath water: 
For, p. 177, he aſſents with Authors, whom 
he is pleaſed to quote, perhaps ſomewhat in- 
juriouſly, to prove that, as there are no metal- 
line or mineral ares without arſenic, there ' conſe- 


£ quently cannot be any mineral waters void of that 


deleterious mineral, His argument, if I un- 
derſtand him right, is this; Waters in which 
ar ſexic abounds without ſulphur, purge and vomit. 


Bath waters are heated and impregnated by. the 


mineral. called Mundic or Pyrite, which muſt 
be - 


pe 6} 
be arſenical. But, Bath waters, though they 
contain Arſenic, do not in general purge or vo- 
mit; therefore we may conclude, that theſe waters 
rontain Sulphur, at leaft, enough to ſubdue the 
poiſonous quality of the Arſenic, without defeat- 
ing its ſalutary purpoſes. Thus our Author is 


the firſt who makes Arſenic an ingredient in 


theſe ſalutary waters, and proves it's exiſtence 
much as he does that of Sulphur. I fappoſe 
we ſhall ſoon have an Ar/enic Manufacture ſet 
* here, with thoſe of Brimſtone and Borau. 


This learned and ingenious Chemiſt's ac- 
count of Buxton waters is equally curious and 


juſt with this. Theſe, ſays he, contain no Sul- 
pbur, or other mineral, and derive their warmth 
from a Steam, which ariſes from Marl, or Rotten 
Lime-ftone. But, adds he, there are no waters 
which contain ſalts deſtitute of ſulphur ; for ſalts 
van not be generated without ſulphur. Are not 
theſe curious diſcoveries, and perfectly wor- 
thy of their diſcoverer? I ſuppoſe you, with 
— with to ſee fleaming bot Marl and rotten 

Lime-flone! And ſure you will not preſume to 
ahiak- hire can be any fort of ſaline water that 
is not ſulphureous, ſince brimſtone is declared 
a component part of every ſalt. After this, 
will you venture to preſcribe Fpſom,” Scarbc- 
rough, Selterz, or other ſuch like waters, ne- 
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ver before ſuſpected of brimſtone, where you 
do not recommend Sulphur, ſince Salts and 
Sulphur are inſeparable:! ? I 

ShallI entertain you with any more of the cu- 
rious lucubrations of our curious Author? I fear, 
I ſhall tire you. Yet I have not quite done. 

He gives a very pretty reaſon, of a piece 
with the reſt, why artificial ſolutions of ſul- 
phur are not to be compared with his natural 
ſolution, Bath waters. The latter, he ſays, 
is performed by the means of a mineral ferment, 
ſuch as is cauſed by a bituminous ſubſtance. Ol 
wonderful Mari! wonderful rotten Lime: ſtone { 
wonderful Bilumens! wonderful ferment . 
known onely to our inimitable, moſt wonder- 
ful Author ! 

But his. deſcribing the effects of mixing 
theſe his ſulphureous ſolutions, has a clear- 
neſs and elegance peculiar to our author. 
Such a mixture, he ſays, becomes milky, the in- 
flammable principle is ſet at liberty by the Acid, 
(though he judges it was held faſt by it 
before in the Bath water) now flies off, and, 
as he terms it, regales the noſtrils with a rotten 
ſulphureous ſmell. And this, he aſſerts, is 4 
proof of Bath water's 1 impreguates with 
Sulphur, _ 

With how much. more juſtice, oo 1 make 


this Experiment for a purpoſe, the diametrical 
8 reverſe 
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reverſe of our author s, Essay'$ 188, I ſub- 


mit to your judgement. Though perhaps, 


in general, I may not be able to make you 


differ from ſo great a man as our Author, I 
think you will hardly agree with him in his 


_ notions of odors, which regale the noftrils. The | 


lefler ſtenches muſt be leſs offenſive to noſtrils 


accuſtomed to the greater. And men inured to 


filth and ſtench can not bear fragrant odors, 
but are overcome by them; while their noſtrils 
are regaled with their native-ſmells. Thus a 
man fainting, overcome by the ſweet and fra- 
grant air of a fine garden, was not recovered, 
till carried by ſome of his acquaintance to the 
next jakes, where his noſtrils being regaled, by 
inſpiring the odorous fumes, his ſpirits were 
revived, by the ſmell which he drew in with 
his firſt breath, and ſo became familiar, ne- 
ceſſary, and regaling. I need not expatiate 

further to you, who ſo well know the uſe and 
prevalence of native air. 


. Now give me leave to take you back a 


 lirtle;* to ſhew how this gentleman treats me 


and mine Ess Av. 
Being diſpoſed to compliment me, p. 1523 


he allows my having detected the fraud of pre- 


tending to gild ſilver, with Bath water; but 
totally miſrepreſents my narrative; Ess Ax part 
* F 1383, to 147. And then adds, had this 


* gentle. | 
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gentleman labored as much to prove the exiſtence, 
as he has done to prove the non-exiſtence of _ 
pbur, he would have ſucceeded better. 

Let men like Doctors Sw1TH, BARRVY, and 
Qv1n, judge of the truth and juſtice of this 
inſinuation; while I challenge my powerful 
antagoniſt to point out a material experiment 
for the purpoſe, that I have omitted, or an 
inſtance of falſe or fallacious, or even doubt- 
ful reaſoning upon any proceſs or obſervation. 
But let our author regale himſelf and his 
friends, with an inſinuation, which mult ſtink. 
in the noſtrils of every ſenſible and attentive, 
polite gentleman, as well as in mine. 

In the next paragraph, after raiſing a ſtench, 
our author is pleaſed to make me commit a 
blunder, of which, you will hardly think me 
capable. He ſays, I made an experiment on 
Bath water, with what I never faw, never red 
or heared of, *till I had the happineſs of ye. 
galing my ſenſes with our author's book ; wilt 
you believe it? with a ſolution of filver in an 
alcaline ley! This can be no miſtake ;' for fo 
it ſtands in both his editions. And then he 
miſquotes and mangles my whole experiment 
with a ſolution of ſulphur in an alcaline ley; 

Ess av, part iii. S 188, 189, and the reaſon- 
ing thereupon, to introduce the following cu- 
rious commentary : His own aſſertion proves 

i | the 


62209 


the exiſtence of ſulphur: For, by the ſame 
parity of reaſon, that acids precipitate the ſul- 
phur out of the alcaline ſolution, the ſulphur 
contained in the water, mingles with the ſul. 
phur in the ſolution, while both come to be 
precipitated by the acid contained in the water. 
Were there no ſulphur in the water, this ſepa- 
ration could not inſue, the whole would unite 
into one neutral concrete.“ 


You thought, I pray, the art of 1 | 
bugging, 10 wittily, ſo ſhrewdly expoſed by the 
learned and ingenious Iriſh Printer and Jour- 


naliſt, GzxorRGeE FALKENER, of Iriſh growth 
or manufacture: Yet, you ſee we are likely 


to have a humbugging Elaboratory erected at. 


Bath. Now ſhould I wiſh to anſwer this gen- 
tleman in his own ſtrain, but that I am pre- 
vented by the reſpect I owe you, the pub. 
lic and myſelf. 


You find our author every whery confeſs, that 


the waters of Bath contain an acid. He alſo 
confeſſes, that ſulphur in alcaline ſolutions 
muſt be precipitated upon the - admixture of 
any acid; therefore, that fulphur and an acid 
can never ſubſiſt together in a fluid form: 
Yet here, he ſays, that Bath water, though 
evidently acid, is nevertheleſs charged with 
ſulphur, which the predominant acid of the 


water could not thence precipitate, *till the 
ſulphur 
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fulphur in the waters, joined with that in the 
artificial ſolution, in order to be precipitated to- 
gether. Ol rare coalition Als not this more 
than curious reaſoning? Is it not unanſwerable? 
J confeſs it. But, what is it to the next poſition? 
ere there no ſulphur in the water, this ſepar- 
ation could not infue, the whole would unite into one 
neutral concrete That is, if you drop a ſo- 
lution of ſulphur in an alcaline ley, into water 
charged with the acid of vitriol, no precipi- 


tation can inſue; but the two fluids will be- 


come a ſolid maſs, neutrated. Let his Apo- 
thecary correct the learned Doctor in this, if 
he can, it is a falſenood too > "palpable for 


_ contradiction. 


In the next paragraph, he inflruds' us with 
à curious axiom; M to wit: © In Nature's ela- 
bdratory the particles of ſulphur are not diſ- 
ſolved but ſuſpended in water.“ Now, though 
this great Chemift can not conceive, that ſo- 
lids may be fuſpended, without being dif- 
folved, in fluids; you and I are apt to ap- 
prehend, that ſolids are never intimately mixed; 


and inviſibly ſuſpended, *till they are moſt 


completely diſſolved, in the fluid. But, we muſt 
hve to learn ; for, as our Author has i it, Dies 

* docet. Us 
He next attacks, and rallies with peculiar 
wit, my experiments on the waters, with dif- 
ferent 


„ (41) 
ferent ſolutions of mercury. On theſe, in 1 
phraſes and with reaſoning peculiar to him- 1 
ſelf, he animadverts, as follows; p. 173, 174. 2 


To the two laſt, and all his other mercu- 
rial experiments, we (that is, the Faculties of 

Phyſic of the celebrated univerſities of Bath and 
Briſtol Hotwells,) beg leave to offer one general - 

_ anſwer. Such prove nothing. Had the Bath 3 
waters been ſublimated, as they ought to have = 
been, and then been found not to change * 1 
color, they might then be juſtly pronounced 
void of ſulphur.— Tou and the reſt of my 
honored friends of the college were pleaſed to 1 

judge me pretty well verſed in Chemiſtry. '$ 
Yet muſt I now yield up my little ſhare of f 
knowledge in the art, and confeſs another ſu- | 
perior ; For, I honeſtly confeſs, that our Au- : 
| thor, is the onely Chemiſt, I ever knew, who 
propoſed to ſublimate, or, in our language, = 
ſublime, waters. And I am not aſhamed to 
declare, that the ſublimation of water, or any 
other fluid, and the changing it's color by ſuch 
ſublimation, is a proceſs, of which I can form 
no idea; though it appears to be ſo familiar to 
our. Author. . 

He further adds, that * the production 
of the union of the abſorbent earth and uni- 
verſal acid is merely hypothetical, or rather 
proves the exiſtence of ſulphur;” though he 
| mult 
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muſt know the truth of the poſitions, from 

actual experiments of mine, if he could com- 
prehend them. Ess Av, part i. 5 223. part iii. 
$ 214, 217. p. 360, § 39, Kc. 
Regardleſs of the demonſtrations in mine 
Ess ar, and made often before this ingenious 
_ gentleman, of the effects of different ſalts, 
ſulphur, and phlogiſton, upon ſilver diſſolved, 
not as our Author mentions, in an alcaliue ley, 
but in it's onely proper ſolvent, the acid of 
nitre ; he is pleaſed to aſcribe the white pre- 
cipitation of the ſilver in the Bath waters, not 
to the falts, not to the acid, which he con- 
feſſes in the water, But to the ſulphur, of whoſe 
exiſtence there, he declares the precipitation a 
enanifeſt proof; contrary to the evidence of ex- 
riments and common ſenſe. If the ſolutions 
of lead as well as of filver, dropped into the 
ſlighteſt ſolution or impregnation of ſulphur, 
or of phlogiſton, artificial or natural, evi- 
dently give a colored precipitate, as is proved 
in the Ess AV on Aken water, 5 302 to 304, 
and F 205 to 307; and that acid and other 
ſaline waters void of ſulphur and phlogiſton, 
yield colorleſs precipitates with theſe ſolutions, 
as are demonſtrated by the juſt recited experi- 
ments, as well as by thoſe on Bath waters, 
I 218 to 226, then ſee how theſe poſitive po- 
fitions of this celebrated Chemiſt and Philo- 
ſopher 


(43) 
ſopher ſtand in the judgement of the ſenſible 
and candid! ſuch muſt, with me, confeſs, 
that the Doctor's proofs of ar/enic and of /ulpbur 
in Bath waters, happily for Bath and the pub- 
lic, ſtand upon the fame fancy or imaginary 

foundation, . 

But our Author has not done with me here; 
therefore, though your patience muſt be tried, 
you will give me leave to attend the learned 
Analyſiſt a little further. 

In the next paragraph, on the fame page, 
of his abundant regard to truth, he is pleaſed 
to make me ſuppoſe, what my words and ex- 
periments deny, that the diſſolvent acids, I know 
not where, are either pute, or mixed with mar- 
tial or other earths, or the inflammable princi- 
ple; and that as they happen to be colorleſs or 
colored, ſo they form different Luna Cornuas, 
with the metals, which they attradt.—I am not 
obliged to underſtand this, nor do I know, 
that ſo much nonſence ever eſcaped me. Dif- 
ferent Luna Cornuas! There are but two preci- 
pitates of this name, one truly ſuch, made 
with the acid of ſalt, one not complete, with 
the acid of vitriol. I know but theſe, and theſe 
may indeed be diverſly colored from accidental 
taints in the precipitant, not in the ſolvent. 

But the Doctor, with his accuſtomed ingenuity, 

confounding the terms, procedes to fight a 
G FE, phantom 
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fantom of his own creation. In this, he muſt 
be confeſſed to ſuccede, as well as uſual. 
Theſe, ſays our Hermetic Philoſopher, are 
hypothetic doctrines ; for, if ſolvents contained 
colored or colorleſs earths, or the inflammable 
principle, hey could not difſokve metals, while 
they were in poſſeſſion of ſuch contents. Yet the 
accurate Analyſiſt finds, or ſome body elſe for 
him, that Bath waters, while they are charged 
with different ſalts, earths, ſulphur and even 
arſenic, ſtill contain iron, and are capable of 


diſſolving more of this metal! And yet ne- 
tel. he hardily draws the following con- 


cluſion; — Hence, may we venture to af- 
firm, that the color which this ingenious artiſt 
places in his ſolvent, (by which he muſt mean 
precipitant) was the production of ſulphur 
contained in the Bath water.” This needs no 
commentary, it ſpeaks for itſelf. | 
In the ſucceding paragraph, he is pleaſed to 
bring me down lower, to level me, even to 
the very ſtandard of abſurdity. He is pleaſed 
to make me ſay, p. 174, what could never 
have entered into my head, to wit, That 


Solutions of ſea ſalt produce the ſame effects 


with ſolutions of ſulphur, and from the ſame 
cauſes.” Then, with ſome ſhew of candor, 
makes a quotation, which is as falſe and as ab- 


ſurd as the poſition charged upon me: F or, 
— 


(45) 

beſides mangling and maiming the whole para- 
graph, by groſs omiſſions, he makes me men- 
tion ſolution of orpiment and quicklime, inſtead 
of the words I uſe, /olutions of orpiment in 


water, with quicklime ;, for ſolutions of ſulphur 


in volatil alcalies, he makes me ſay, ſolutions of 
Silver in volatil alcalies; and inſtead of, by de- 
coction of ſulphur in water with quicklime, or a 
fixed alcali, he is pleaſed to make me ſay, a 
decoction of quicktime, and fo on.—Now, give 
me leave to aſk, Can this be the effect of ig- 
norance? Or, can it be thought to procede 
from any other than deſign? Sure we muſt 
| ſuppoſe the Author, or his Amanuenſis capa- 
ble of tranſcribing, or writing; ſo I hope he 
will chooſe the alternative, and offer a fit 
apology to the public, though I aſk none. 

Bur, to ſtate this whole matter in a true light, 
give me leave, though I quote my own works 
with reluctance, to cite the whole abuſed para- 
graph from the Essay on Bath waters, p. 306, 
$225. After mentioning the effects of theſe Wa- 
ters upon a ſolution of lead, the cauſing a lovely 
white magiſtery to ſeparate and ſubſide, the 
following comment upoa the experiment ts 
made. 

« The ſame cauſes, that produce the ef- 


fects mentioned with the folution of filver, 


concur in theſe, wrought by ſea ſalt or it's 
G2 acid, 
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( 46) 
acid, and the univerſal acid. Had there been 


ſulphur in any form diſſolved here, or any 


portion of the truly ſulphureous, the inflam- 
mable principle, or phlogiſton, mixed with 
the water, the aprentice of every apothecary, 
that knows and atrends his proper buſineſs, 
muſt be able to tell, that not white, but the 
reverſe, muddy, yellow, or dark brown, or 
black clouds muſt be the conſequence of the 
mixture; as we find it in ſolutions of orpiment 
in water, with quicklime, to make the ſym- 
pathetic ink, as it is called; in ſolutions of 


ſulphur in volatil alcalies, as by means of 


quicklime and ſalt ammoniac by deſtillation, 
in making Horrman's volatile tincture of 
ſulphur; or by decoction in water, with quick- 
lime, or a fixed alcali; or a ſolution of liver 
of ſulphur in water: Any of theſe turn a ſo- 
lution of lead. in any vegetable acid, according 
to the ſubtility and degree of ſaturation, yel- 


low, rediſh, or of a dark brown or black; as 
has already been obſerved in the waters of 


Aken; which, whileſt they are able to tarniſh 
filver yellow, by the means of the phlogiſton, 
with which they are charged, as they always 
are at the ſource; they never fail of cauſing 
muddy brown clouds and a ſediment of the 
ſame color, with the ſolution of lead; but, 
when by any means deprived of this phlogiſton, 
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they cauſe onely ſuch white clouds and preci- 
pitation, as Bath waters are found to do. 
Whence, we may, I think, with poſitive aſ- 
ſurance, conclude, that there is no ſulphury 
nor phlogiſton, in Bath waters ; whatever men, 


unacquainted with the principles of chemiſtry 


and nature, ignorant of the proper expert- 


ments, or who might have thought themſelves 


intereſted in concealing the truth, might have 

heretofore, now do, or hereafter ſhall, ſet 

forth to the contrary.” 
Give this it's proper weight and ſee in what 


light the Doctor's ingenuity, candor and judg- 


ment mult appear !—But he does not quit the 
ſubject here; for, upon the quotation, as he 
diſtorts it, he makes this curious commentary; 
* Theſe plead neither for or againſt ſulphur. 
The phlogiſton never evaporates; nor is it in 


the power of chemiſtry to ſeparate it from 
water, be it ever ſo vapid, as may be demon- 


ſtrated from common electrical experiments. 


The waters of Aken may be deprived of their 


volatil ſpirit, which has a ſhare in the pro- 
duction of colors; but this has no connection 


with ſulphur.” 


This ſurely needs neither anſwer nor animad- 


verſion, as it is plane, the learned Doctor, Abi 
conſtans, does not chooſe to underſtand, more 


than he does fairly to recite, my words. 
| | | His 
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(48) 
His notions of the fixity of the phlogiſton 


is of a piece with the reſt. Had he read or 
underſtood my experiments upon folutions of 
ſulphur and upon the waters of Aken, or had 
he ſeen or conceived Doctor HaLEs's experi- 
ments for ſweetening putrid water, onely by 
ventilating it; if he were capable of conviction, 
he muſt have believed the reverſe of what he 
aſſerts. Vet this he infiſts on more poſitively, 
p. 176, paragraph 2, where he ſays, that this 
fame phlogiſton is far from volatil, of an unc- 
tuous nature, &c. And then aſks, was the 
phlogiſton to evaporate in boiling, how could the 
ſmelter produce metal out of his furnace ?—To 
this, you know, he muſt have met with many 
anſwers, in divers parts of the Ess av, par- 
ticularly, part ti. $ 46 to 50, did he chooſe, 
or had he been capable, to conceive them, 
You know, that there is no affinity or at- 
traction between phlogiſton and water, and 
that therefore, when by any accident, that is 
mixed with this element, it ever tends to fly 
off, and wants but the Aſſiſtance of fire or air, 
to effect it's eſcape. But, with the mercurial, 
the phlogiſtic principle has a powerful attraction 
with metallic calces, torrified ores, &c. ſo that 
when mixed by igneous motion, in fuſing, the 
phlogiſton attracts, is attracted and imbibed 
by, the ore or calx, and fo all unite and form a 


perfect 


(49) 
perfe& metal. I appeal to you and every other 


competent judge, whether theſe be or be not 


experimentally illuſtrated and explaned in my 
Ess Av. What capacity or what views he 
muſt have had, who overlooks or miſrepreſents 
them, let the world judge. | 

His next remark is upon my examinations 
of the reſiduum upon evaporating the water, 
and to ſerve his uſual purpoſes, miſquotes and 
diſtorts my words. In the Essav, p. 312, 
not p. 310, as he ſets it down, I explane the 
effects of different experiments upon the 
reſiduum. To avoid repetitions of this learn- 
ed gentleman's omiſſions, diſtortions, and 
abuſes, I beg leave to recite an intire paſſage 
from mine own book. 


« As in outward appearances, Gio in taſte, 


the ſolid contents, by evaporation thus obtain- 
ed from each of theſe waters, agree: x. They 
are in general of a pale aſh color; partly of 


a gritty or ſoft ſandlike conſiſtency; partly 


made up of bright ſhining little cryſtals, taken 
together, with ſome ſenſe of aſtriction, from 
the terene parts, which predominate; without 
making the leſt acrid or lixivial impreſſion 
upon the tongue. Upon repeting the evapo- 
ration of theſe waters at London, in flint-ware 


baſons, very ſlowly, in a ſand heat, I obſery- 
ed the reſiduum, more white and more of a 


faline 
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faline appearance, than I had before ſeen. 1 
thence apprehended it more ſaline, as it ſeem- 
ed all over made up of ſmall, ſhining fpiculae 
or little bright needles. But, upon cloſer ex- 
amination, I found they were onely cryſtals of 
ſelenite ; for they were inſoluble in water ; nor 
loſſed their form by boiling in it, or even by 
calcination, Theſe had preciſely the ſame 
taſte as thoſe obtained at Bath before. 2. Each 
cauſes an ebullition with all acids, the mineral 
more eſpecially; 3. With the oil of vitriol, 
each produces a ſmart ebullition and efferve- 
cence, with white, acid fumes, agreeing with 
thoſe of ſea ſalt; 4. Thrown upon an ignited 
iron or coal, they fume ſlightly, without any 
viſible flame or acid vapor, without ſcintillating, 
fulgurating, or crepitating. What muſt have 
been the caſe, had the notions of Guiporr 
and his followers, of ſulphur and modern ni- 
tre in this reſiduum, been true, is very obvious 
to thoſe, who know the compoſition and ef- 
fects of gun powder. This maſs muſt then 
have been as combuſtible, as falt petre and 
brimſtone mixed, which 1s well known to ful- 
ourate and fume, upon the ſlighteſt contact 
of any igneous body or ſpark. Then if to 
theſe, the new analyſer's fixed alcali were ad- 
ded, he might have learned from the aprentice 
of any apothecary, that upon throwing the 
| reſiduum 
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reſiduum upon an ignited iron, or fuſing it in 
any veſſel, it muſt have taken fire, and gone 
off with a loud exploſion, ſuch as is produced 
by that compoſition of ſalt petre, brimſtone, 


and fixed alcaline ſalt, well known by the name 


of the fulminating powder.“ 

Now fee the weight of our great Doctor's 
commentary! Theſe experiments,” ſays he, 
e prove nothing; for cathartic ſalts and many 
other things” (not to be diſtinguiſhed or na- 
med) * will fulminate without ſulphur, while 
others again will not fulminate with ſulphur.” 
Sure, Sir, this requires no animadverſion. 


Can it be neceſſary to trouble you or the 


public with expoſing the great works of this 
great Author further? You will ſay, he has 
ſo effectually taken care of doing this himſelf, 
as to ſpare you and me further pains, I ſhall 
therefore haſten to a concluſion. 

But, firſt, I beg leave to call to your mind 
what I ſay ef the virtues of the Bath waters, 
Ess Ax, P. ili. $ 258 to 263. You ſee their effi- 
cacy depends on a very different impregnation 
from any that has been by any author before 
me aſcribed to them. And it is no ſmall ſatiſ- 


faction to me to find that you and all the other 


rational practicioners in theſe kingdoms now 
concur in my ſentiments. | 
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You ſee, I found the principal efficacies of 
theſe waters upon their being quite void of 
ſulphur, which the beſt judges have confeſſed 


to be clearly demonſtrated. Our Author, in 


this, as in other inſtances, ſteers a quite con- 
trary courſe ; he founds his piactice upon his 
imaginary impregnation of Bath water with 
real corporeal brimſtone, a mineral to which he 
aſcribes the principal virtues of halm of Gilead, 
ATTEMPTS, p.:210, Fraught with theſe no- 
tions, our Author ſets out with declaring, p. 


171, that © on the exiſtence or non- exiſtence 


of ſulphur, depends the rationality of practice.” 

Therefore,” ſays he, © the queſtion of ſulphur 
can not be indifferent.” And again, p. 196, 
lays it down, that artiſts ignorant of the 
nature and power of their inſtruments, de- 
ſerve not the name.“ And, p. 213, empha- 
tically points out the neceſſity of a Director's 
knowing his tools, c. 

If then there be zo brimſtone 1 in Bath or Brit 
tol waters, which this ingenious Artif, this 
high Dire&er, takes for his chief inſtrumenis 
and tools, if there be neither Borax nor Arſenic, 
which he alſo uſes for His tools, and if his ima- 
ginary, as well as real brimſtone, bears no ſort 


of affinity to balm of Gilead, does not this 


ſublime Artiſt and Direfor appear not onely 
quite ignorant of the nature and power, but in- 
tirely 


(53 ) 
tirely deprived of, his boaſted inſtruments and 
tools? and does he not conſequently diveſt him- 
ſelf of the name or titule of Phyſician ? 


Hence, you fee it is quite unneceſſary to 


look further into theſe elaborate tracts; for, 
ſince our Author founds the rationality of bis 
practice, in all the ſucceding, the therapeutic 
parts of his works, upon theſe waters“ being 
impregnated with ſulphur, which he neither 
does nor can prove, more than their impreg- 
nation with Borax or Arſenic ; it is but reaſona- 
ble to preſume, that his practice of phyſic 
muſt ſtand upon the ſame footing with his 
Chemiſtry and Philoſophy, a baſeleſs fabric. 

J dare fay, you wiſh I had cloſed here, 
where indeed I intended to have ſtopped. But, 


I could not do this in common juſtice: It 


would certainly ſhew, I followed the example 
of our Author, who treats my tracts in this 


manner. Give me leave then to tell you, that 


1 dipped into this maſſive work, to ſee if I 
might find any thing like ſcience, method or 


order, for which I might give the Author cre- 


dit. And, I mult confeſs to you, it appears 
to me the moſt ſtrange, diſorderly, immetho- 
dical, crude and indigeſted medley, that ever 
eſcaped the pen of a man capable 'of read- 
ing, ſpeaking or thinking. 
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( 54 ) 
As for his boaſted recitals of caſes, the 
reateſt number of them are moſt immetho- 
dically taken from the worſt writers that ever 
wrote, before our Author. Such as he calls his 
own, are no better than thoſe you daily ſee in 
quack bills, in news-papers, ſuch as you ſee ex- 
| poſed throughout my Ess av, particularly, P. 
iii. $ 281, to 286, &c. They are made up of 
certificates of perſons concerned, or letters 
from the patients themſelves, ſetting forth, 
that they were cured of a diſorder, named, but 
not deſcribed, by the uſe of the Water, under 
the care of the Doctor, all means uſed by other 
Phyſicians failing. In other places, by drink- 
ing, bathing, and medicines intermixed, ſhe was 
cured ; &c. Can ſuch caſes be of any uſe to 
any one but their Author ? 

But the Doctor was not contented with the 
recital of ſuch caſes onely ; but has ſwelled his 
catalogue with the caſes of perſons cured of 
certain diſorders, of which, the people of Bath 
poſitively aſſert, they actually died. Among 
theſe, they mention Mrs. Fleming, ſet forth 
as cured, ATTEMPT, p. 130, Doctor Sarfield, 
&c. and ſome aſſert, that patients by our Au- 
thor mentioned as dying of injudicious treat- 
ment, in other hands, are yet living. But 
theſe, I have onely upon common report, not 

having 


( 55 ) 
having been long enough here to be able to 


aſcertain the facts. 
In ſpight to your natural cheerfulneſs and 


good humour, I fear you will cenſure me for 


having in theſe Remarks, too much attempted 


the Ridiculum of your friend Horace. I may 


venture to alk the graveſt reader, how this 


could poſſibly be avoided ? Who has not ſome- 
times ſeen the molt judicious lovers of trage- 
dy ſurpriſed into exceſſive laughter at the ridi- 
culous repreſentation of ſome of their molt fa- 
vorite pieces by bungling ſtrollers ? I muſt ſup- 
pole, you have not often laughed at the reading 
of any phyſical tract. But, if you ſhould, at 


any time have a mind to laugh, in this way, 


let me recommend to your reading the weighty 
volumes, upon which I have juſt animadverted, 
and refrene laughter if you can. | 

Did I not fear to anticipate ſome of your A- 
muſement, I could now open ſome of theſe ridicu- 


lous ſcenes to your view. However, it may be 


neceſſary, in order to engage you to look into 


theſe amuſing books, to give you a further taſte 


of the work, as it occurred to me, not from 
reading, but by ſlightly dipping into theſe cu- 
rious tracts. 

Our Author joins with thoſe who aſſert that 
Bath waters are impregnated with a fixed and a 


 volatil acid, with different earths, with iron, and 
a fixed 


(50) 
a fixed alcali; to which, he is pleaſed, from his 
own fund of knowledge, to add borax and ar- 
ſenic, as well as brimſtone. This, you will con- 
feſs, might be ridiculous, did not the Author 
recommend the waters in drogſies, and in afth- 
mas, without diſtinction. 
In the Doctor's lift of cures done byBath wa- 
ter, ſtands an account given of an eminent 
gentleman, who fell ill at an inn on the road, 
was adviſed to drink the water there, grew 
better, but afterwards relapſed. Upon this, we 
are told, that upon a ſecond viſit to Bath, the 
Doctor dares to ſay, the patient will find a per- 
fect cure. ATTEMPTS, p. 258. 
Our Author ſeems peculiarly happy in the 
phraſes he uſes in giving the ſigns of convale- 
ſcence. Take a few out of many you will find; 
QA and is now a buckſom widow. An ATTEMPT, 
P. 223.—zgalloped his little borſe up and down, p. 
248. went away well and came back again to perfecs 
his cure; ibid. lies flat in her bed—flies to the 
pump and forgets all her ſorrow. ATTEMPTS, 
p. 259.—Of an officer fallen in battle, he ſays, 
by the aſſiſtance of a drummer, he gathered him- 
felf up, and hobbled after bis men. An Ar- 
TEMPT, p. 165, 

The Bucher has made ſome very -Gagular | 
diſcoveries, which may have very fingular ef- 
fects in Bath. Pallid virgins mult now be de- 

terred 
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terred from drinking theſe waters; unleſs 


ſome chooſe to uſe them as an apology for 
their frailty; for our Author, among ſeveral 

ſimilar inſtances, gives one very poſitively, of 
a female who conceived, onely by drinking the 
waters, An ATTEMPT, P. 220. 

The Doctor's deſcriptions of diſeaſes have 
ſomething in them peculiar to their Author, 
Thus he tells us with certain preciſion, how 


often a paralytic patient dropped his whip, and bow | 


many chamber-pots be broke, by the way. 

The beſt account given of the caſe of a pa- 
tient in a diabetes, is i a converlation between 
the ſufferer and the chambermaid ; ſuch as, 
telling her, that / chamber-pots were no more 
to him than fix thimbles; that, did not modeſtly 
forbid, he could fill them before her face; his 
calling for a waſh-tub ;, her bringing one that held 
two pails, and his filling it every night ; and 


yet, in five weeks, his going away in perfect 


health, eating, drinking and piſſing no more than 
other men, Þ. 158. 


He tells us, that Spa, Tunbridge, and Bath 


waters inſpire he very ſoul of iron, or in another 
phraſe, transfuſe an irony ſoul, into languid 
carcaſſes. ATTEMPTS p. 200. That brimſtone 
contains moſt of the Virtues of the balm of Gilead; 
p. 210. That borax dilutes and volatiges the 
Juices; p. 207, and ATTEMPT, p. 70. 


In 


(38) | 
In his regimen, he informs us, that bread 
was uſed in Adam's family. ATTEMPT, p. 278. 


That blood and milk differ in little but color; p. 


279. That the antients recommended ſea va- 
pors, and the air of Veſuvius in Conſumptions; 
ibid. That butter-milk and bread are ſpeci- 
fics in feveriſh heats, in caſtive conſtitutions; p. 
281. That BoERHaAaAvE lived on this diet for 
many years. That his pupils made the uſe of it 
fo univerſal, as to make it even at this time, in 
England, the food of hops; ibid. That from 
it's becoming thus, from the influence of 
BoERHAAVE and his pupils, ſo very general a 
diet, as to be the food of ſwine, our Author 
had the mortification 70 be laughed at, when he 
firſt preſcribed it, to animals above the rank 

of Swine; and could get but three to take it, of 
which he takes care to tell us, wo were cf a 
nation, to whoſe inhabitants, the food of Engliſh 


Hogs was not quite ſtrange or new, they were 


Triſh ; 1bid ; whoſe native ford are potatoes and 
four ſkimmed milk ; 1bid. So the tranſition 
was eaſy and defirable. I wiſh the inference” 
was as juſt, that thoſe poor hog-fed Triſh are 
generally free from pulmonic coughs and conſump- 
tions; ibid. What pity it is, the Doctor has 


not inſtructed us in the ſalutary uſes of onen 


meal and oaten bread, and thoſe dainty com- 
poſitions of it, called crowd, browze, &C. 
which 
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which conſtitute the principal repaſts of prin- 


ces, as well as of peaſants and eral, within 
the doctor's xen. | 

After ſuch phraſes, as pulſe choaked, ſymptoms 
mended, and the like. he 15s pleaſed, in his 
uſual friendſhip for the faculty, to give them 


ſome prudential cautions. Phy/icians may be 


too churliſh, ſays he, p. 285. longings are to 
be indulged. — A cachectic labouring under an al- 
caline acrimony, longing for broth, ſhould be al- 
lowed broth, acidulated. And, ſuch as labour un- 
der an acid acrimony, longing for vinegar with 


their food, may be indulged, upon giving them ab- 
ſorbent powders before dinner. For, continues 


our ſage and ingenuous practicioner, by ſuch 


artful condeſcenſions, i. e. conceſſions, Phyſicians, | 


i. e. the faculty of Bath and Briſtol Hotwells, 
win their patients hearts; ibid. Here, you 
ſee the hook, quite ſtripped of the hait. They 
muſt ſurely be fooliſh gudgeons who take it. 


In treating of drinks, our Author fays, 


judicious as well as common is the practice of drink- 
ing Bath water at meals; p. 288. Though in 
the preceding page and ſentence, he tells us, 
that mineral waters are all hard and unfit for 
domeſtic purpoſes, until they are robbed of their 
acid by boiling; and though he every where 
confeſſes and declares Bath water the moſt acid, 
_ the moſt. hard and "oy to diſſolve, of all others ; 

| and 


(60). 
and alſo, in one of the next following. ſen- 
tences, that pure ſoſt water is the beſt of "all di- 
Juents. See how happily theſe contrarieties 
are at once reconciled | 

Thus induſtriouſly does our Author fulfil 
the ſentiments of one of your acquaintance— 
quam ſerio nibil agit, quam pueriliter ſeria | 

But, I grow tired of this deteſtable ſtuff; ſo 
I believe muſt you. However abſurd, it can 
not be laughed at, I fee, but by ſurpriſe, at 
firſt reading; as the ſubject is of too ſerious a 
nature.—Y ou will in other places find, a pa- 
tient ſet forth, ſweating, ſcrubbing, and groil- 
ing, in the King's bath; diſcharges of the hu- 
man body, called a plug, and ſayed to rebound 
on the floor; 4 pail of Bath water thrown up 
into a tender part, incapable of holding half a 
pint, and that for ſeveral nights ſucceſſively ; 
and numberleſs fuch like extravagancies, which 
I can not, with common decency, recite.— 
Upon the whole, you will find both or either 
of theſe books ſerve you ſome uſeful pur- 
poſes. You will therefore buy them, if i it be 
onely for the good of trade. 
I can not conclude theſe remarks, without 
declaring, what is almoſt unneceſſary to you, 
wo know me, that I found myſelf under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of taking up the pen 


again, upon this — My heart is void 
of 


ei) | 

of pique and prejudice to mankind. And, 
if it ſhould be neceſſary, you may find a 
proof, that I always ſought to expoſe errors 
and abules, rather than men, when through- 
out my Eſſay on theſe Waters, I have con- 
futed the arguments and expoſed the errors 
of ſome eminent gentlemen, till alive, who 
wrote on theſe waters, ſolicitouſſy N the 
naming them. 

Had this learned gentleman left it in my 
power, I ſhould undoubtedly have treated him 
with the like tenderneſs. The gentleman al- 
ways ſtood well with me. And I thought, I had 
reaſon to judge, that I was honored with 
ſome ſhare of his confidence and eſteem. His 
preſent treatment of me ſhews my miſtake. 
Had he by letter informed me of the motives 
of his late converſion, I ſhould have endeavored 
to reconcile our differences by experiments 
and fair and diſpaſſionate arguments. Tune 
gentleman has thought it more proper to at- 
| jempt to expoſe me to the public, and to that 
ſame tribunal, I am forced to apply, in the 
ſame manner, for the ſake of truth and my 
own juſtification. And to ſhew that theſe, 
quite free from all vindictive ſpirit, are my 
motives, I ſhall be as ready as ever, to repete 
former experiments or to make any new ones, 
with this antagoniſt, or any other gentleman of 

me 
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the faculty, which may tend to correct errors or 


rectify miſtakes, in which the common good of 
mankind, and the honor of our profeſſion 
are ſo highly concerned. 5 

If you wade thus far with me, you 
muſt be as much tired as I am. I have been 
here but a week, and was here ſome days be- 
fore I ſaw thoſe works. In the leiſure hours of 
two or three days, I put theſe remarks together. 
You may judge, they muſt be indigeſted 
and incorrect, as they could he but curſory. 

I have occaſion to make ſome apology for 
ſetting your name at the head of ſuch a crude 
and mean performance. But, I knew you ta 
be a perfect judge of every part of ſcience _ 
and literature that comes within the ſcope of 
the gentleman and the phyſician ; a judge, as 
merciful, as competent and uſt. 

J have long known you fully poſſeſſed of 
every ſocial Virtue, and I therefore took the 
firſt opportunity of teſtifying to the public, the 
exquilite reſpect and efteem, with which! have ; 
the honor of calling you, 

My Deareſt Friend, 
And of declaring my ſelf, 
Your moſt faithful, 
Moſt affefionate, 
And obliged humble Servant, 


C. LUCAS. 


(.63 ) 
POSTICRIPT 

Though to the great concern of his friends, 
Doctor SuTHERLAanD has retired from Bath 
this week, to attend a patient of quality to 
ſome warmer climate, you will not wonder, 
if what his friends threaten ſhould become 
true, that an Anſwer to theſe RE MARES ſhould 
appear as ſoon as they ſhould be publiſhed 
fince by the date you may ſee how long theſe 
| ſheets have been in the preſs, before the day 
of publication, which was not before the roth 
day of November inſtant. 


The LN. 


CORRECTIONS 
. 1. 9. after intereſts, add, I preſume. 
I. 13. afer bribe, d. an). 
4. 1. 18. For eſtabliſhed, r. eſtabliſhes. 
4. I. 1. For fantom, r. phantom. 
t. l 23. For 223, , 26 
75 1. 17. For cauld, r. could. 
. ibid. I. 19. For filling, r. filling. 
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